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WCSA AlumNEWS
WCSA students in front of the Girl’s Dormitory (now Camden Hall) in 1912.

110 YEARS OF WCSA

2020 marks the 110th anniversary of the founding of the West Central School of Agriculture. In celebration
of WCSA’s rich legacy, we’ll be sharing part of the school’s history, first published in Re-collections celebrates:
The University of Minnesota’s 150th birthday; The West Central School of Agriculture’s 90th birthday;
The University of Minnesota, Morris’ 40th birthday (2000). In this spring edition we’ll share the story of the early and
middle years of WCSA, and in fall 2020 we’ll share the story of later years of the school and how Aggies have stayed
active and connected. You’ll hear voices from the past and see a story that reflects our reality today.
Although it is 20 years later, the mission of WCSA lives on in the hearts and minds of you, its students, and all of us who
treasure and have benefitted from the legacy of this fine institution.

WCSA: THE EARLY YEARS
When the closing of the Morris Industrial School
for Indians was announced, an intense effort was made
to establish a University of Minnesota agricultural
high school on the same site. Local legislator Lewis
C. Spooner successfully rallied the community,
legislature, governor, and the University of Minnesota
regents in support of the new school. E. C. Higbie was
hired as the first superintendent, and, on October 3,
1910, the West Central School of Agriculture (WCSA)
and Experiment Station opened to 103 students.
The WCSA’s mission was to educate west central
Minnesota youth on contemporary agriculture and
homemaking methods and provide core academic
instruction. Students accepted were at least 14 years of
age and eighth grade graduates. Students enrolled in a
three-year course of study that ran from early October
after the fall harvest until late March before spring
planting. Students continued projects at home during
the summer, and visiting instructors would monitor
progress. Summer projects allowed students to share
new agriculture practices with their parents at home.

Typical classes included animal husbandry,
cooking, sewing, carpentry, as well as English, math,
and music. Short courses were offered for students
who could only attend for brief periods.
WCSA students enthusiastically participated in
activities outside of the classroom. Literary societies
allowed opportunities to discuss literature and
to share readings of their favorite works. Debate
and declamation competitions were held and class
plays performed. Athletic teams provided friendly
competition. Basketball teams were organized for
both boys and girls. The football team played its first
game in 1910, losing to Morris High School by a
score of 10-0.
During Field Days, the community was invited to
campus to learn about new agriculture techniques from
Experiment Station and WCSA faculty.
Tragedy struck in 1918 when the influenza
epidemic hit Morris. Three students died, and 116
became ill. The school closed for 21 days. When it
reopened, students and staff protected themselves by
wearing gauze facemasks. The school rebounded and
enrollment climbed to 164 for the fall term of 1919.
continued on page 2

continued from page 1
“The University of Minnesota Farm School
has worked out a system of teaching
agriculture to farm boys and girls by actual,
practical experience which far surpasses
anything of its kind in the United States.”
—Bushnell Hart
Harvard University professor of history
1920
WCSA: THE MID YEARS
The WCSA was a conglomeration of new
experiences for many students: living on their own for
the first time, eating in the dining hall,class schedules
and roommates they had never met before. For some
students, running water and electricity were new
amenities. A steam whistle blew at 6:30 a.m. to wake
the students and again at 7 a.m. to signal the start of
breakfast. “They blinked the lights [in the dorm] at
10:15 p.m. to give you 15 minutes to get ready for bed,”
remember[ed] Walter “Slim” Hokanson ’30. New
friendships were formed. Students whose farm homes
were only a few miles from one another often met for
the first time at the WCSA.
Like all aspects of life in Minnesota and across
the nation, the Great Depression affected the WCSA.
Enrollment fell from 388 students in 1929 to 187 in

1932, as students and their families struggled to find
means to pay tuition. Like many of her friends, Gladys
Sumner Soehren ’32 took time off from school in
order to earn enough money to finish her education.
“We had to sacrifice and give up lots of things,” she
recall[ed]. Crops were poor and basic necessities like
food and clothing were purchased with care. Soehren
remember[ed] how young women students would lend
dresses to those who couldn’t afford to buy their own.
Despite the poor economic times, students
continued to enjoy WCSA life. Football continued to
be a popular campus activity. The team outscored its
1928 season opponents 157-12. During the late 1920s
an intense rivalry with the U of M agricultural high
school at Crookston developed, and a new tradition
was born. The winning football team would take
home a wooden pig named “Ozzie.” The first year,
WCSA defeated Crookston, but the two teams traded
victories over the years. Ozzie has made his home in
both Crookston and Morris. He still sometimes travels
between the two campuses for the annual WCSA and
NWSA alumni reunions.
An optional four-year program was added to the
WCSA curriculum in 1938, and in 1940, a flight
training program, Civilian Pilot Training, was started.
Ground and air instruction was offered at the new
Morris airport. During WWII, it was renamed the War
Training Service.

A SPECIAL GREETING FROM CHANCELLOR MICHELLE BEHR
Across the University of
Minnesota, the safety of our
community—of you and your
community—is foremost on our
minds. As we navigate the days
ahead, please know that I am
thinking of you and wishing you
and your families health and
wellness.
In times like these, we’re reminded of what’s
important: connection, community, health, and
security. When things around us change, we hold firmly
to these priorities. We find strength and comfort in one
another, in our connections and shared history, and in
the promise of good things to come. I hope you, too,
find strength there in the days and weeks ahead.
While many aspects of our work at the University
of Minnesota Morris have changed this spring, one
important thing remains the same: our appreciation of
alumni and friends like you. We are able to adapt, even
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in times of crisis, because of your commitment to the
campus you once called home. You make this campus a
model for living and learning. Thank you.
As you may already know, the University is following
recommendations of the State of Minnesota in the
interest of public health and safety. Earlier this spring all
major venues at the University, systemwide, were closed
to the public. Unfortunately, this means we will need to
postpone the upcoming all-school reunion, where we all
will honor your extraordinary history.
This year marks the 110th anniversary of the West
Central School of Agriculture. This is a momentous
occasion that can and will be marked with joy and
celebration. I look forward to commemorating this
milestone with you all just as soon as we safely can.
Let me reassure you that the University of Minnesota
Morris remains open, even if our offices are not. If there
are ways in which we can support you at this time, please
do connect with us. I am wishing you and yours health
and wellbeing. Thank you, and take good care, Aggies.

GREETINGS FROM ALUMNI ASSOCIATION PRESIDENT TOM PAYNE ’60
I write to you with a heavy at West Central, until now, we have witnessed
heart. The WCSA board
unbelievable changes. From horsepower to
of directors had a meeting
mechanization without a human operator. Even the
(via teleconference!) about
change that my father witnessed from his graduation
pros and cons of conducting in 1931 until my graduation in 1960 was remarkable.
the 110th reunion at a time
And from 1960 to 2020, six decades later, we have
of unknowns related to
seen our share of changes and have been a part of
COVID-19. We decided
great change in all things in our daily lives. Now we
that the risk is too great for our age group and that
look forward to more changes—perhaps change that
everyone’s health and safety was the highest priority.
has not been thought of yet.
For this reason, we decided to stop preparation for
In the spirit of change, I’d like to announce
the 110th reunion in summer 2020 and postpone it
a first for our alumni association. This fall we
until summer 2021.
will present the new WCSA Alumni Association
This will be the first time we have not had a
Scholarship to a UMN Morris second-year student,
reunion. They were held even during the World
with new recipients being selected in future years.
Wars. I hope that we have made the right decision for Through this scholarship, and your ongoing
all of us. Now we look forward to a time when we have generosity, the legacy of our beloved WCSA shall live
COVID-19 in control so we are all able to share in
in perpetuity.
our reunion in a safe way.
In other news, we had 45 for lunch at the Arizona
One hundred and ten years ago, the first class
WCSA winter gathering in February and found lots to
of five attended WCSA. More than 7,000 attended
visit about.
after them. The highest number in any year rose
I also was looking at the North West School of
to 445. The West Central Station also started to be
Agriculture webpage and found that their alumni
an education center for western Minnesota. The
association also has a winter reunion. I attended
first farmer short course started in 1911, and these
the gathering, which had a large group of 100
field days continue still today to provide important
in attendance. They are doing the same kind of
information for crops and livestock production.
gathering that West Central does. The first guy I ran
The 1963 Moccasin provides us with a complete
into was an old acquaintance of mine. He still grows
history of our beloved West Central School. Five
sugar beets and is flying his own airplane and, of
decades of high-school aged students have used
course, attended NWSA.
their educations all over the world to further their
Hope all is well with each of you. On West
contributions to society. From the time we were
Central, keep up all your pep!
GREETINGS FROM DIRECTOR OF ALUMNI ENGAGEMENT
JENNIFER ZYCH HERRMANN ’00
My winter months were brightened by seeing many of you in Arizona this
February and working with the WCSA alumni board members on various initiatives.
It’s inspiring to see how connected many of you are and how you’ve maintained
lifelong relationships since your time as Aggies.
This year we celebrate 110 years since the founding of the West Central School
of Agriculture in 1910, and we have plans to mark the occasion in grand style in
2021. Not having the annual reunion this summer was a hard decision to make, but
your alumni board’s number one priority is to keep all of you safe and well. We’ll
definitely be looking forward to a time when we can all be together again.
Thank you to all of you who have taken the time to introduce yourselves to me
or have sent a story or update. It’s always a pleasure to hear from you. Reach out any
time at 320-589-6066 or alumni@morris.umn.edu.
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WCSA ARIZONA REUNION 2020
More than 40 Aggies, spouses, and friends gathered at the
ViewPoint RV and Golf Resort in Mesa, Arizona, on February 10
for the annual WCSA Arizona reunion and dinner.
Front row: Dennis Delzer ’61, Rick Storck ’55, Carl Larson ’59,
Bob Torkelson ’55, Dave Schmit ’51, Ardean Hauschild ’53
Middle row: Jerry Berger ’55, Sharon Skrove Lacey ’61, Ruby
Sivertson Torkelson ’56, Adrienne Akerson Horning ’54,
Dennis Stock ’57, Floyd Eliason ’53, Francis Sykora ’57
Back row: Orlan Kvistero ’60, Tom Payne ’60, Ted
Horning ’54, Charlie Grunewald ’59, Ted Storck ’54,
Kermit Stahn ’53, John McConville ’60

SAVE-THE-DATE FOR 2020
WCSA WINTER GATHERINGS
IN WARM PLACES!
Whether you are a year-round resident of
Texas or Arizona, a winter snowbird, or
a visitor to the Southwest, you are invited
to attend these West Central School of
Agriculture Alumni Association warmweather get-togethers.
*ARIZONA—FEBRUARY 8, 2021
The Arizona WCSA All-School Winter
Reunion is planned for Monday, February 8,
2021. Gather at 10 a.m. for conversation and
a noon meal at the ViewPoint RV and Golf
Resort (8700 East University Drive, Mesa,
AZ 85207). All are welcome.
To make your reservation, contact Ardean
Hauschild ’53 at azdlph@gmail.com or
480-373-1444. Please do attend if you make
a reservation, as the resort charges for them.

WCSA TEXAS REUNION 2020
The 2020 WCSA Texas Reunion was held at Gatti’s Pizza in
McAllen, Texas, on February 19.
Front row: Gary Peterson ’56, Barb Jorgenson Albertson ’57,
Carol Dewey Erlandson ’55, LaVonne Schmock Dupree ’59,
Arnie Koehl ’59.
Back row: Jim Dewey ’54, Dean Travaland ’58, Loren
Maahs ’56, Allen Albertson ’56, Roland Revering ’59, Russ
Erlandson ’54, Charlie Dupree ’54.
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** TEXAS—FEBRUARY 17, 2021
The 2021 Texas Reunion will be held on
Wednesday, February 17, at 11 a.m. at Gatti’s
Pizza (4100 North Second Street, McAllen,
TX 78504). All WCSA alumni welcome.
For more information, call LaVonne
Dupree ’59 at 701-640-4991.

CLASS NEWS

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Your health and wellbeing, and that of the
community, are of the utmost importance
to the University of Minnesota.
The University is following the
recommendation of the State of Minnesota,
effective immediately and until further
notice. All major venues at the University,
systemwide, are closed to the public, and
events have been canceled, rescheduled, or
moved online where possible. We are
working closely with public health
officials and will regularly assess the
ongoing need for these restrictions.
In light of this:
May 2020
WCSA GARDEN PLANTING
AND BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING
WCSA Alumni Board of Directors
will meet via by phone or online.
WCSA Alumni Garden Planting
will be completed by UMN Morris staff.
WCSA ALL-SCHOOL REUNION
No reunion in summer 2020.
We are very much looking forward to
celebrating together in summer 2021.
February 8, 2021
ARIZONA WCSA ALL-SCHOOL
WINTER REUNION*
February 17, 2021
TEXAS WCSA WINTER REUNION**
Thank you for your partnership
and patience as we work together
to keep our community healthy.

Ted Storck ’54
writes, “Here in
Surprise, Arizona,
folks are putting
out Christmas
decorations to
spread some cheer
during this difficult
time. This is a
picture of me in
front of my house
with my own version
of a teddy bear, one that I usually display at Christmas.
In some places teddy bears are being used to give hope so
I put it up now to cheer folks up for the pandemic.”
CLASS NEWS AND “IN YOUR WORDS”
WCSA alumni love reading Class News, so please send
us your updates! Mail us a letter, give us a call, or send
us an email about your careers, families, travels, hobbies,
activities, and WCSA memories. We will include your
news in the next AlumNEWS. The deadline for
submission is August 15, 2020.
FUNDING FOR ALUMNEWS
Your donations fund AlumNEWS. Thank you to those who
have given in the past—we appreciate your support! Checks
to fund AlumNEWS can be made payable to the University
of Minnesota Morris and sent to the address below.

ALUMNEWS ONLINE
WCSA AlumNEWS—along with WCSA photos and history—
is available online at alumni.morris.umn.edu/wcsaalumni-association. If you would prefer to access the
newsletter exclusively online, please contact us to request
that your name be removed from the conventional
mailing list.
AlumNEWS is published by the University of Minnesota
Morris. It is available in alternative formats upon
request. Class news, donations, comments, corrections,
and questions may be directed to:
Jennifer Zych Herrmann ’00
Director of Alumni Engagement
University of Minnesota Morris
Welcome Center, 600 East Fourth Street
Morris, Minnesota 56267-2132
320-589-6066 or alumni@morris.umn.edu
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FONDLY REMEMBERED
Bernice Zimmerman Madsen ’44, Graceville,
passed away September 5, 2019. She was born at home
in Traverse County and baptized and confirmed at
Trinity Lutheran Church in Johnson. She attended
country school, and then the West Central School of
Agriculture in Morris, where she graduated in 1944.
She was united in marriage with Elmer Madsen, living
in Chokio and then Graceville, where they raised their
four daughters. Bernice did bookkeeping for Elmer’s
businesses, was an immaculate housekeeper, and loved
to tend to her flower and vegetable gardens. She was
especially gifted in the kitchen, believing a good meal
should be followed by dessert. Her homemade bread,
dinner rolls, cinnamon rolls, and caramel rolls were
baked each week and enjoyed by her family. Her passion
was sewing clothes for her daughters and herself, and in
her later years, she took up quilting and doing fine hand
sewing. Bernice was a member of Mt. Olive Lutheran
Church, active with the Altar Guild and the church
women, and a 60-year member of the Graceville Legion
Auxiliary. She had a beautiful soprano voice and sang in
the church and community choirs. The Madsen home
was always filled with music. Bernice enjoyed walking,
biking, canoeing, bowling, and snowmobiling. She and
Elmer also loved camping and the trips they took to
warm weather climates with friends and relatives. She is
survived by four daughters, 13 grandchildren, and 28
great-grandchildren.
Gerald “Jerry” Thompson ’48, Canby, passed away
on September 27, 2019. He was born and raised in
Canby and baptized and confirmed at Providence
Valley Lutheran Church. He attended rural school in
Providence Township, Madison High School, and then
went on to the West Central School of Agriculture in
Morris. Jerry served his country in the United States
Army, deployed from 1951-1953 for the Korean War
and honorably discharged in 1953. On February 21,
1954, Jerry was united in marriage to Charlotte. He
farmed until 1955 and was then employed by Madison
Utilities, followed by Otter Tail Power Company for
over 20 years. Jerry also worked for the Canby Hospital
and the First Presbyterian Church. Jerry enjoyed
fishing, reading, sports, playing cards, traveling, and
visiting at the lake with family and friends who were very
important to him. He was a member of Our Saviour’s
Lutheran Church, life member of Canby V.F.W. and
Military Order of the Cooties, Porter American Legion,
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and the Military Honor Guard. Gerald is survived by
his wife of 65 years, Charlotte Thompson of Canby; his
brother, Roland (Karen) Thompson of Coon Rapids;
and numerous nieces, nephews, and friends.
Robert “Bob” Young ’59, Benson, passed away August
11, 2019. He was baptized and confirmed at Trinity
Lutheran Church in Benson. He graduated from the
West Central School of Agriculture in Morris and
started farming. Robert was united in marriage to
Marie Ann Landmark and their union was blessed with
more than 56 years of marriage and five children. They
moved to Keller, Texas, in 1982, where he worked at
his favorite job, digging pools for Strand Excavating.
They moved back to Benson in 1990, and he worked
for Case, retiring in 2007. He was a member of the
Benson Lions club, Farm Bureau, and 4-H. He served
as the secretary of AMPI and on the Trinity Lutheran
Church Council. Robert loved to spend time with his
family, especially camping with the grandkids. He loved
golfing, scoring a hole in one on hole #2 at the Benson
Golf Club, and bowling, scoring the first 600 series at
the Benson Bowler. His hobbies were woodworking and
watching football and baseball. Robert is survived by
his wife, his children, seven grandchildren, five greatgrandchildren, and several relatives and friends.
Orlan Kvistero ’60, Detroit Lakes, passed away, Friday,
April 3, 2020, in Mesa, Arizona. He was born July 17,
1942, in Granite Falls, to Peter and Gunhild Kvistero.
Raised on a farm in Montevideo, he graduated from the
West Central School of Agriculture in Morris in 1960.
In 1961 he married JoAnn Bah of Evansville. He began
work with MN DOT in Morris in 1961, transferring
to the Detroit Lakes office in 1962, where he worked
for 39 years before retiring in 2000. After retiring, he
worked part-time for MediVan during the summers
and wintered in Mesa. Orlan was a member of First
Lutheran Church in Detroit Lakes. Orlan is survived by
his wife JoAnn, son Allan (Marie) of Rogers; son Kevin,
of Redwood Falls; daughter Julie, of St. Michael; seven
grandchildren; and five great-grandchildren; along with
one brother, Keith (Marlys) of Milan; and two sisters,
Marie of Eagan and Linda of Walnut Creek, California.
He was preceded in death by his parents and one
grandchild. A memorial service for Orlan will be held at
a later date at First Lutheran Church, Detroit Lakes.

WCSA ALUMNI ASSOCIATION
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Thomas Payne ’60, president
28394 S Shore Drive
Starbuck, MN 56381-2242
320-841-0318
Keith Kvistero ’62, vice president
13035 Highway 40 Northwest
Milan, MN 56262-2408
320-734-4659
Michael Madsen ’62, treasurer
2042 Palisades Lane
Watertown, SD 57201-9400
605-753-1645
Patricia Lesmeister Nelson ’61, secretary
1000 Park Avenue
Morris, MN 56267-1859
320-585-1935
LuWanna Foslien Hintermeister ’60
3234 Prairie Road NE
Carlos, MN 56319-8106
320-852-7115
Sherry Bergeland Johnson ’62
27 East Oaks Road
North Oaks, MN 55127-2527
612-709-9099
Loren Maahs ’56
23399 Highland Drive
Fergus Falls, MN 56537-8170
218-739-3530
Diane Jerpseth Madsen ’62
2042 Palisades Lane
Watertown, SD 57201-9400
605-753-1645
Kenwood Rund ’60
33103 160th Street
Battle Lake, MN 56515-9508
320-241-4603
Legislative Interface and
Fund Raising Committee
Les Bensch ’59, chair
36209 County Highway 126
Ashby, MN 56309
218-747-2121
Alumni Garden Committee
Carol Pederson Meyer ’60, chair
508 Irving Street
Alexandria, MN 56308
320-763-5814

POP QUIZ: GET TO KNOW YOUR BOARD
Guess which board member is tied to each fun fact. Correct
respondents will be entered in a drawing for a WCSA Aggie
t-shirt. Email your answers to alumni@morris.umn.edu or
write to Alumni Relations, Welcome Center, University of
Minnesota Morris, 600 East 4th Street, Morris, MN 56267.
1. I learned to do something after the age of 75 that I wanted to
learn while I was a teenager at Ag School but never did: dance.
2. I was part of a couple that received a white slip from Nana
Gelsstrup, directing me to appear to Superintendent Briggs
for displaying public affection.
3. I drove a ’57 Chevy station wagon and never had it “locked
up” during the week!
4. I ran a pocket gopher trap line while in grade school and
gave a presentation on how to trap gophers for Mr. Long’s
English class.
5. I had a runaway with a horse team and buckboard.
6. My birthday is October 31st: Halloween! I had really fun B.D.
parties when I was a kid. Of course, when I was older and had
my own children, the day was all about them!
7. I have done electrical wiring for a hobby.
8. I have a collection of pink Depression glass.

CALL FOR NEW WCSA ALUMNI ASSOCIATION
BOARD MEMBERS
The WCSA Alumni Board will have three positions opening up
soon. We want to hear from you if you are interested in being a
part of this group! The board is asking any member who would
enjoy serving on the board to contact Tom Payne or another
board member. Tom can be reached by phone at 320-841-0318
or by email at htpayne42@gmail.com. Terms are for three years
and entail two meetings per year, in addition to the annual
meeting at our summer reunion. Based on interest, the board
will identify candidates to fill the open positions by summer
2020. Since there will be no summer annual meeting, the
identified candidates may serve in an interim capacity until they
can be formally elected at our summer 2021 annual meeting.
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The WCSA Agronomy building (now Multi-Ethnic Resource Center) was constructed in 1899 as the Boys'
Dormitory for the Morris Industrial School for Indians. The original front of the building, the south-facing
side, is now the back. In 1921, while being used as a classroom building by the WCSA, it was given a new
front porch on the north-facing side and other Craftsman-style elements to help it match the other mallfacing buildings.

